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Undoubtedly by now you have 
heard all the fuss over the En-

vironmental Protection 
Agency’s proposed Cow Tax.  
All of this stems from an 
“advanced notice of proposed 
rulemaking” that the EPA put 

out for comment this summer 
as a plan to regulate green-
house gas emissions from cars 
and “stationary sources,” 
which surprise, surprise in-

cludes agricultural businesses.  
However, the beginning of this 
started much earlier. 
 

In 2007 the Supreme Court 
ruled that greenhouse gases 
were a form of air pollution.  
This ruling meant that as air 
pollution these greenhouse 

gases would fall under regula-
tion in the “Clean Air Act” 
which the EPA regulates.  So, 
in response to that ruling the 
EPA released their advanced 

notice of proposed rulemaking 
as a plan on how to regulate 
these greenhouse gases.  The 
proposed plan was released 

this summer for comment and 
the comment period ended at 
the end of November. 
 
The proposed regulations 

would affect any farm that pro-

duces 100 tons of emissions 
in a year.  The producers 

would be forced to pay 
taxes of $43.75 per ton per 
year of emitted greenhouse 
gases.  The main gas of con-
cern as far as animals are 

concerned is methane.  
Methane is produced by ani-
mals in two ways.  First, the 
majority is produced when 
ruminant animals belch dur-

ing digestion, releasing gas.  
Animals also produce meth-
ane at the other end but it is 
much less.  The methane gas 

is a greenhouse gas that 
traps heat in the Earth’s at-
mosphere. 
 
The Department of Agricul-

ture for the United States 
stated that this classification 
would encompass approxi-
mately 90% of American 
farms.  These regulations 

would be imposed on any 
farms or ranches with more 
than 25 dairy cows, 50 beef 
cattle, or 200 hogs and re-

quire an annual fee of $175 
per dairy animal, $87.50 per 
beef animal and $20 for each 
hog.  Operations would be 
required to pay fees to pur-

chase a permit to continue 

operating.  Animal agricul-
ture isn’t the only type of 

farms hit though.  Farmers 
raising more than 500 
acres of corn or 250 acres 
of soybeans would also be 
assessed a tax. 

 
Several other countries 
including New Zealand and 
Estonia have also proposed 
similar type taxes that 

were never enacted.  In a 
similar fashion when news 
of the cow tax hit the 
United States this summer 

there was on outcry of 
opposition from the 
American Farm Bureau and 
many other agricultural 
organizations.  Many be-

lieve this was just the EPA 
floating several balloons up 
to see which ones got shot 
down.  EPA officials have 
also softened on these 

regulations saying that they 
are not intending to enact 
a specific live-stock tax. 
 

The good news is that for 
now we live in a world 
where cows and other 
animals can burp and use 
the bathroom at no 

charge.  Most suspect  
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these EPA proposed re-
quirements are a way to 

help enact a behavioral 
change in companies pro-
ducing these green house 
gases.  Someone should ask 
the EPA if a cow has the 

ability to change their be-
havior.  They have been 
eating and excreting for 

Montgomery County Equine Seminars 

The Montgomery County Department of Economic Development-Agricultural Services Division is 

partnering with the Montgomery Soil Conservation District and Montgomery Cooperative Extension to 

host two equine seminars this winter.  There is no cost to attend, but please let us know if we can ex-

pect you by registering with Karen Walker at 301-590-2855 a week prior to each event. 

 January 28, 2009 February 11, 2009  

 6:30pm 6:30 pm  

 Agricultural History Farm Park  Agricultural History Farm Park 

 18410 Muncaster Road  18410 Muncaster Road 

 Derwood, MD 20855  Derwood, MD 20855 

 Topics Topics 

Regulations and Zoning that Affect Horse Farms in Mont-

gomery County 

Pasture Improvement and Renovation 

Pasture Weed Identification  

Pasture-Related Equine Health Issues 

Insurance Options for Horse Farms 

Conservation Practices for Horse Farms 

The Montgomery County office of the University of Maryland Extension wishes to welcome the newest 

member to our family. Elizabeth (Beth) Canetti comes to us as an administrative assistant working with 

Doug, Susan, Chuck and David.  She is married with two children, likes to travel, and enjoys hobbies 

which include gardening, painting, refurbishing ñthingsò, swimming, cooking and golf.  Beth grew up 

in the Buffalo area and likes cold weather.  We are really pleased to have Beth join our team! 

years and I don’t suspect 
they are about to stop any-

time soon.  However, the 
very thought of such taxes 
on farms is scary and will 
ultimately be left up to the 
new Congress and Admini-

stration that will be taking 
office with the new year. 

How to Know Youôre Growing Older 

~Everything hurts and what doesnôt hurt, doesnôt work. 
~The gleam in your eyes is from the sun hitting your 

bifocals. 
~You feel like the night before, and you havenôt been 

anywhere. 
~Your little black book contains only names ending in 

M.D.  

~You get winded playing chess. 
~Your children begin to look middle aged. 
~Your back goes out more than you do. 

Proposed Cow Tax May Be Hot Air, conõt. 
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 Energy costs have increased for most of us this year. Energy for transportation really 

has received national attention as it hits everyone where it hurts most, and for those who use 

it to operate trucks and equipment it cuts sharply into the profit line. With fuel prices drop-

ping to lows we could only dream of this summer, it is still important to review potential 

ways of improving fuel economy in whatever type of vehicle we drive. Fuel type really does 

not matter for many of these points. 

 Starting with the basics, general maintenance is the most important part of keeping that single vehi-

cle or fleet operating efficiently. Simple general maintenance can decrease operating expenses greatly when 

one takes into account tire wear, fuel mileage, and overall life of a vehicle. This general maintenance pays 

in the long run of an engine, even though you see the regular bills that come in for the repairs.  

  Tire pressure is very important and should not ever be overlooked. Check the driverôs side door or 

door post for proper reading on most cars and light trucks. The pressure listed on the tire is not necessarily 

the proper inflation pressure for your vehicle. Low tire pressure decreases fuel 

economy and makes driving less safe. Pressure above suggested pressure can 

cause improper tire wear and reduce safety. Tire pressure should be checked 

when the tire is cool, not after the one hundred mile trip we are planning.   

Check the air filter.  Dirty air filters cause a resistance for air movement and this 

helps to starve the engine of needed air for combustion. The engine will try to 

compensate for the lack of air by using more fuel to get the work done. Cold air 

is harder to move so it is even more important in the winter to keep a clean filter for the engine. 

 Oil should be considered one of the most important fluids for engine operation. None of us wishes 

to run out of fuel, but if it happens it does not generally create engine damage. A lack of proper oil pressure 

from lack of oil or worn out oil can create potential engine damage. Determine the proper oil for the engine 

as required by the manufacturer, using the ownerôs manual, tags in the engine compart-

ment or other source. Purchase quality oil with the required rating and for the proper fuel 

type. Engine oil for a gasoline engine is not always useable in a diesel engine. The rating 

on the container will tell you the engine type it may be used in. Change the oil and filter 

as is recommended by the manufacturer based upon the type of engine use that the engine 

provides. Changing the oil prior to actual need is not necessary and expensive. The inter-

val on non road equipment is often determined by an engine hour meter. Keep a record of when you change 

the oil to be used as a guide for the future. 

 Consider how you drive. Slowing down has been shown to improve mileage. This does not mean we 

should all travel at 25 mph but it does show that slowing down from 75 to 65 can improve mileage in most 

all vehicles. For our heavy trucks hauling grain or other products, keep the engine rpmôs as low as possible 

for the job. Shift to keep the rpmôs on the diesel engines low, remembering that the diesel engine torque at 

the lower rpm spectrum is better than that of the gas engine. 

 These tips can work for us all. Even with the fuel prices down currently, one can never be sure if 

and when they may go back up. Everything we can do to stretch our fuel dollars is a help.  

Fuel Energy Improvements 
By: Chuck Schuster 
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2009 Variable Crop Input Costs  
Item/Crop Corn-125 Bu FS Soybeans-40 Bu. Wheat-70 Bu. D.C. Soybeans-25 Bu. 

Fertilizer Rate 125N-40P-75K 0N-40P-75K 100N-40P-75K 0N-0P-0K 

 Nitrogen $..55/lb.  $68.75 $0.00 $55.00 $0.00 

 Phosphorus $.61lb     $24.40 $24.40 $24.40 $0.00 

 Potash $.65/lb.   $48.75 $48.75 $48.75 $0.00 

 Lime 1/3 ton/acre/yr  $13.00 $13.00 $13.00 $0.00 

 Seed $/acre  $65.00 $57.50 $15.00 $57.50 

 Rent $/acre  $65.00 $65.00 $32.50 $32.50 

 Herbicides $/acre¹  $63.00 $13.50 $15.00 $6.75 

 Custom Application-
$7.50/acre each  $15.00 $15.00 $15.00 $7.50 

 Fungicide $/acre  $0.00 $0.00 $24.00 $0.00 

 Custom Planting $/acre  $18.00 $18.00 $18.00 $18.00 

 Custom Combining $/acre  $35.00 $35.00 $35.00 $35.00 

 Custom Hauling² $/acre  $50.00 $16.00 $28.00 $10.00 

 On Farm Drying³ $/acre  $21.00 $0.00 $7.00 $0.00 

Other--Crop Insurance $30.00 $20.00 $10.00 $15.00 

Total Variable Costs  $516.90 $326.15 $340.65 $182.25 

          

Operating Interest on total 
costs(4% interest, 6 month 
loan) $10.34 $6.52 $6.81 $3.65 

          

Total Cost/acre  $527.24 $332.67 $347.46 $185.90 

Cost per bushel $4.22 $8.32 $4.96 $7.44 

         

Forward contracted prices for 2009        

 

 

Corn- 0 forward contracted    

Soybeans-5,000 bu. at $3.13 + forward contract price    

Wheat-5,000 bu. sold at $3.67 + forward contract price    

Forward contracted 1,000bu. at $9.07     

¹Assumes a Lumax + Atrazine + Gramoxone, and a post application of Callisto for corn, a Glyphosate program for soybeans,   

and Gramoxone + Peak program for wheat production  

²Assumes custom hauling at $.40/bu.  

³Assumes propane at $1.10/gallon, 7 points of drydown on corn, 4 points of drydown on wheat.  

The following budgets were developed by a group of 
farmers at the Montgomery County Grain Marketing 
meeting on December 3, 2008. They are a good place to 

start as you plan for your 2009 crop production. If you are 
planning to grow agronomic crops in 2009 you really need 
to develop these for your own situation. Input prices, par-

ticularly fertilizer, have dropped dramatically in the past 
month. Further volatility should be expected. To learn 
more about grain marketing and related issues, come to 

the bi weekly marketing club meetings held at the Bob 
Evans Restaurant in Germantown. Call me at 301 590-

2809 for further information. 

2009 Crop Input Price-Doug Tregoning 



Home records -- A system for keeping financial re-

cords is a necessity. Consider starting with a se-

ries of manila folders in a single box or graduate 

to a file cabinet or computer software, such as 

Quicken Deluxe or Microsoft Money. You may 

wish to maintain folders on such subjects as bank 

statements, credit card information, health re-

cords, household inventory, insurance policies, 

and investment records. 

Business records – Consider separate files for busi-

ness income and expenses. It’s suggested you 

save and mark all business receipts, perhaps sav-

ing them by category, rather than by month. 

Conduct a regular review of your business re-

cords and save them for at least 3 years, in case 

of an audit. Check the IRS website (www.irs.gov) 

for further details. 

Up-to-date records -- Your personal situation deter-

mines what types of financial records you should 

keep, and each type of record determines how 

long it should be stored. All households, how-

ever, should keep tax and household inventory 

records. 

Net Worth Statement -- A net worth statement 

provides a good overall picture of your financial 

health. It should be updated annually so that you 

can quickly see if you are getting ahead financially 

or falling behind. 

Safe deposit box -- If you do not have a safe de-

posit box, consider renting one. It should be 

large enough to hold what you want to safe-

guard, such as titles, birth and marriage certifi-

cates or passports. Consider putting items 

that would be impossible or time-consuming 

to replace, such as heirloom jewelry or mili-

tary records, in the safe deposit box. Often 

you'll find the smallest box is adequate and the 

yearly rental fee is minimal. 

Personal Property Inventory -- A detailed listing of 

your household possessions and documenta-

tion about them (e.g., receipts, warranties, 

digital photos) can be important for insurance, 

income tax or replacement cost purposes. 

Your property-casualty insurance agent may 

be able to provide you with a personal prop-

erty inventory booklet. There are also free, 

downloadable personal property inventories 

available on the Internet (e.g., check your in-

surance company’s website). 

Shred it! – If you discard any papers containing 

financial or personal information, first shred or 

tear these documents. Inexpensive cross-cut 

shredders also make great holiday, birthday or 

graduation gifts! 

 These cold winter days may be a good time to get your financial records in order, 

especially if you’re working on your 2008 taxes. Knowing the location of important papers 

and the names, addresses, and phone numbers of professional contacts (e.g., accountant, 

attorney, insurance agent) are among the major advantages of maintaining a complete re-

cord keeping system. Think about the time you'll save, too! 

Your financial record keeping system may include: 

Itõs Time to Organize Your Financial Records! 

Susan K. Morris, Extension Educator, Family and Consumer Sciences 

Montgomery County 
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By Donald A. Small 

I was raised on a large grain farm in South Central Kansas by hard-working parents who both taught 
school and farmed full-time. Upon retirement in the early 1980ôs, they took classes at Friends University 
in Wichita, where Dad slowed down enough to pursue the fine art of journaling. As I sorted through my 
late fatherôs papers recently, I discovered several hand-written articles describing his love of family and 
nature, farm life, and his days working ground. After reading the following article, I certainly better under-
stood my fatherôs insistence on farm safety! As you read Dadôs story, perhaps youôll identify with his 
words or remember some of your own ñnear missò experiences on the farm. In this holiday season, letôs 

take time to stay safe and to remember those who cleared a path for each of us.  

~ Susan K. Morris, Extension Educator, Family and Consumer Sciences, Montgomery County 

I hit the tractor hitch and the 

ground about the same time. I 

suppose one might describe the 

experience as a rude awakening 

for I had gone to sleep and had 

fallen from the old, two-

cylinder, ñDò John Deere in 

front of a seven-blade disk plow. 

 

Dad did his field work with 

mules, and my year and a half 

younger brother and I got to do 

our share of row-crop cultivating 

and harrowing. Then Dad pur-

chased his first tractor, a 1927 

Model, and Ray and I graduated 

from mules to that tractor. We 

were so excited that we could 

hardly wait to take over the field 

work. Within two years we were 

keeping that tractor moving at 

least 23 hours out of 24. The fuel 

tank would only last about five 

and a half hours without refuel-

ing, so Ray and I would make 

the best of the situation when we 

were plowing. Since the wheels 

were steel, we would round the 

corners and then the tractor 

would stay in the furrow without 

being steered. We could jump 

off the tractor, run ahead to the 

fuel tank, get a 5-gallon can of 

fuel or water, meet the tractor as 

it came by, crawl onto the plow, 

make our way forward to the 

tractor, get the funnel from un-

der a burlap sack, and pour fuel 

into the tank or water into the 

radiator ï all without pulling the 

clutch. We were so proud of our 

time-saving practices. I donôt 

think Dad ever suspected what 

we were doing. Believe me, 

when we had children old 

enough to work in the field fol-

lowing World War II, safety was 

paramount. The thought of one 

of those kids doing something so 

utterly dangerous and stupid is 

almost enough to produce heart 

palpitations even today. 

 

There were times when I was 

glad to pull the clutch, a lever 

instead of the common foot 

clutch used today. This incident 

was such an occasion. The sun 

was coming up and the tempera-

ture was jumping after the chill 

of the night shift. Despite taking 

swipes at the gnats, I was so 

sleepy that I went to sleep with-

out realizing my state. The fall 

on the sharp wheat stubble and 

the steel tractor hitch caused dis-

comfort later, but now all I could 

see were those disk blades. I did 

manage to climb back onto the 

tractor. I pulled the clutch and 

thanked God ï and thanked God. 
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If you have any questions or would like more information on Agricultural Programs offered by           

Montgomery County Cooperative Extension please contact Doug Tregoning at 301-590-2809 or e-mail at 

dwt@umd.edu, or Chuck Schuster at 301-590-2807, e-mail at cfs@umd.edu or David Gordon at           301

-590-2813, email dgordon3@umd.edu. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

         

 Doug Tregoning, Extension Agent   Chuck Schuster, Extension Educator 

 Agriculture       Commercial Horticulture 

 

 

David Gordon, Extension Educator 

Animal Science and 4-H 

Calendar of Events 
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JANUARY 
 

Jan 13 and 21 (exam) (snow dates Jan 16 
and 28), 9:00am-4:30pm, 2 sessions 
òCrop Operations using Litter and 

Fertilizeró Courseñ$35 includes 

lunch first day and $20 certification 

exam.  UM Wye Research & Educa-

tion Center.  To register, call 410-841-
5959. 

 

Jan. 21, 7:00-9:00pm, Wed. 
Nutrient Voucher Training and Re-

certificationóñ MCEï Howard 

County.  Contact Chuck Schuster, 301-
590-2807.  

 

Jan. 22 (Caroll), Jan.27 (Frederick), 

Jan 29 (Washington), Feb. 5 

(Baltimore), Feb. 12 (Montgomery), 

Feb. 17 (Carroll), Feb.19 (Frederick).  

9:30am-1:00pm, Tues. or Thurs., 1 

session 
òNutrient Management Plan Up-

dateó ð Receive refresher training on 

the NuMan Pro software and up-

date your nutrient management 

plan.  Laptop computer, printer 

and technical support will be pro-

vided.  Register early for this free 

session.  MCE.  Contact  Lief Erik-

sen (301)432-2767, ext. 342. 

 
Jan 27, 29, Feb 5, 10, 17 (exam), 24 & 26 

(plan writing), 7:00-9:00pm, Tues/Thur., 7 

sessions 
òCrop Operations using Manure and 

Fertilizeró Courseñ$20 for certifi-

cation exam.  Farmer Training and  

Certification.  Write your own nutrient 
management plan.  MCE-Montgomery 

County Extension Office.  To register, 

call 410-841-5959. 

 

FEBRUARY 
 
Feb. 4, 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed.  
òUpdate on Field Crop Productionó ñ 

Get the latest information on high popu-
lation corn, nitrogen applications on 

wheat and corn, silage vs. grain corn, 

varietal differences in field corn digesti-

bility, and more.  This lecture awards 2 
continuing education credits for Certified 

Consultant, Certified Farmer and Nutri-

ent Applicator Voucher renewal.  MCE-

Frederick County.  Register early!  Call 
301-600-3576 or 301-600-3577.   

 

Feb. 10, 17, 24, Mar. 3, 10, 17, 7:00-9:00pm, 

Tues. 
New òSmall and Beginning Farmer 

Programó.  Do you know someone 

interested in starting to farm? Do they 
have a list of questions that never seem 

to end?  Did you ever think about chang-

ing the agricultural enterprise you are 

currently working with to something 
different but need more information? A 

ñBeginning a Small Farmò program will 

be offered at our Derwood office starting 

February 10. This program will have 
several offerings and you can select 

which classes you would like to attend.  

Montgomery County Extension Office.  

More information can be obtained by 
contacting Chuck Schuster at 301-590-

2807.  

Feb. 11, 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed.  
òUpdate of Diseases of Field and For-

age Cropsó ñ Discussion will focus 

on the control and management of dis-
eases of concern in field crops produced 

in the region.  MCE-Frederick County.  

Register early!  Call 301-600-3576 or 

301-600-3577.   
 

Feb. 18, 10:00am-12:00pm, Wed.  
òPond Management, Part Ió ñ  Learn 

how to achieve and maintain proper 

water quality in farm ponds.  MCE- 

Frederick County.  Register early!  Call 
301-600-3576 or 301-600-3577.   

 

Feb. 25, 9:00am-3:00pm,  Wed. 
òMontgomery Howard Agronomy 

Updateó ñ Will qualify you for nutri-

ent management voucher.  MCE-
Montgomery County.  To register, call 

301-590-2825.   

 

Feb. 25, 10:00-12:00pm, Wed.  
òPond Management, Part IIó ñ Dr. 

Terlizzi will continue the discussion 

from Part I on Feb. 18.  MCE-Frederick 

County.  Register early!  Call 301-600-

3576 or 301-600-3577.   
 

MARCH 
Mar. 11, 7:00-9:00pm, Wed. 
òPesticide Recertificationó Course ñ 

MCE-Montgomery County.  To register 

call 301-590-2825.   
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Saute onions and celery in butter until onions are wilted.  Blend flour in well with this 
mixture.  Pour in milk gradually, stirring constantly.  Add egg yolks, salt, red and black 
pepper.  Cook for 5 minutes.  Mix crabmeat and sauce well.  Pour into lightly greased cas-

serole dish and sprinkle with grated cheddar cheese.  Bake at 375 degrees for 10 to 15 

minutes or until light brown and bubbly.  Serves 6.   

 

 

Recipe provided by Butlerôs Orchard for the Marylandôs Farm Favorites cookbook.  Recipe pro-

vided by Betty Herbst. 

1 stalk celery, chopped fine 

1 c. onion, chopped fine 

1/4 lb. butter 

1/2 c. flour 

1 can evaporated milk 

1/4 tsp. red pepper 

1/4 tsp black pepper 

1 lb. white crab meat 

1 tsp. salt 

2 egg yolks 

1/2 lb. grated cheddar cheese  

Directorôs Recipe  

Crabmeat Au Gratin 


